
316 Mar. 11 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

2001, when I announced my first judicial 
nominations, I urged the Senate to rise above 
the bitterness of the past and again asked 
that every judicial nominee receive a timely 
up or down vote. In October 2002, after 
nearly two additional years in which too many 
nominees did not receive votes, I proposed 
a specific, commonsense plan involving all 
three Branches that, among other steps, 
would ensure that all judicial nominees re-
ceive an up or down Senate vote within 180 
days of nomination. 

Over the years, many Senators of both po-
litical parties have publicly agreed with the 
principle that every judicial nominee should 
receive a timely up or down Senate vote. 
Similarly, the Federal Judiciary, speaking 
through the Chief Justice in his 2001 Year-
End Report, has stated that the Senate 
should ‘‘schedule up or down votes on judi-
cial nominees within a reasonable time after 
receiving the nomination.’’

I ask Senators of both parties to come to-
gether to end the escalating cycle of blame 
and bitterness and to restore fairness, pre-
dictability, and dignity to the process. I ask 
that the Senate take action, including adop-
tion of a permanent rule, to ensure timely 
up or down votes on judicial nominations 
both now and in the future, no matter who 
is President or which party controls the Sen-
ate. This is the only way to ensure that our 
Judiciary works and that good people remain 
willing to be nominated to the Federal 
bench. 

All Senators should have a chance to have 
their voices heard and their votes counted. 
All Presidents should have their judicial 
nominees considered and voted upon in a 
reasonable time. All nominees should have 
the certainty of an up or down Senate vote 
within a reasonable time. All Judges should 
have the assurance that vacancies on their 
courts will not persist for years. And all 
Americans should have the assurance that 
the Federal courts will remain open and fully 
staffed to resolve their disputes and protect 
their rights and liberties. 

As I stated last October, the current state 
of affairs in the United States Senate is not 
merely another round of political wrangling. 

It is a disturbing failure to meet a responsi-
bility under the Constitution. Our country 
deserves better, the process can work better, 
and we can make it better. The Constitution 
has given us a shared duty, and we must meet 
that duty together. Thank you for your atten-
tion to this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Letters were sent to Bill Frist, Senate ma-
jority leader, and Thomas A. Daschle, Senate mi-
nority leader. An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this letter.

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Certification 
Pursuant to the Chemical Weapons 
Convention 

March 11, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 
Consistent with the resolution of advice 

and consent to ratification of the Convention 
on the Prohibition of the Development, Pro-
duction, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical 
Weapons and on Their Destruction, adopted 
by the United States Senate on April 24, 
1997, I certify that for calendar year 2002: 

In connection with Condition 9, Protection 
of Advanced Biotechnology, the legitimate 
commercial activities and interests of chem-
ical, biotechnology, and pharmaceutical firms 
in the United States were not harmed signifi-
cantly by the limitations of the Convention 
on access to, and production of, those chemi-
cals and toxins listed in Schedule 1 of the 
Annex on Chemicals. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard G. Lugar, chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.
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Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report on the Plan 
for Securing Nuclear Weapons, 
Material, and Expertise of the States 
of the Former Soviet Union 
March 11, 2003

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 1205 of the Na-

tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2002 (Public Law 107–107) and section 
1205 of the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law 107–
314), I am providing a report prepared by 
my Administration which presents a plan for 
securing nuclear weapons, material, and ex-
pertise of the states of the Former Soviet 
Union and reports on implementation of that 
plan during Fiscal Year 2002. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
March 11, 2003.

Statement on the Assassination of 
Serbian Prime Minister Zoran 
Djindjic 
March 12, 2003

On behalf of the United States, I extend 
my condolences to the people of Serbia and 
to the family of Serbian Prime Minister 
Zoran Djindjic, who was shot and killed this 
morning. 

History will remember Prime Minister 
Djindjic for his strong leadership during Ser-
bia’s successful struggle to end the dictator-
ship of Slobodan Milosevic. Following the 
peaceful transition to a new, democratic Gov-
ernment, Djindjic acted with strength and 
courage to transfer Milosevic to The Hague, 
where today he stands on trial for war crimes. 
At the helm of the new Government, Prime 
Minister Djindjic was committed to building 
a prosperous, democratic future for Serbia, 
and he fought to hasten that future’s arrival 
by fighting organized crime and reforming 
Serbia’s economy and political institutions. 

The United States will continue to support 
Serbia’s pursuit of reforms that will open the 
way to a brighter future and full integration 
with Europe.

Executive Order 13289—
Establishing the Global War on 
Terrorism Medals 

March 12, 2003

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including my au-
thority as Commander in Chief of the Armed 
Forces of the United States, it is hereby or-
dered as follows: 

Section 1. Global War on Terrorism Ex-
peditionary Medal. There is hereby estab-
lished the Global War on Terrorism Expedi-
tionary Medal with suitable appurtenances. 
Except as limited in section 3 of this order, 
and under uniform regulations to be pre-
scribed by the Secretaries of the military de-
partments and approved by the Secretary of 
Defense, or under regulations to be pre-
scribed by the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity with respect to the Coast Guard when 
it is not operating as a service in the Navy, 
the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary 
Medal shall be awarded to members of the 
Armed Forces of the United States who serve 
or have served in military expeditions to com-
bat terrorism, as defined by such regulations, 
on or after September 11, 2001, and before 
a terminal date to be prescribed by the Sec-
retary of Defense. 

Sec. 2. Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medal. There is hereby established the Glob-
al War on Terrorism Service Medal with suit-
able appurtenances. Except as limited in sec-
tion 3 of this order, and under uniform regu-
lations to be prescribed by the Secretaries 
of the military departments and approved by 
the Secretary of Defense, or under regula-
tions to be prescribed by the Secretary of 
Homeland Security with respect to the Coast 
Guard when it is not operating as a service 
in the Navy, the Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal shall be awarded to members 
of the Armed Forces of the United States 
who serve or have served in military oper-
ations to combat terrorism, as defined by 
such regulations, on or after September 11, 
2001, and before a terminal date to be pre-
scribed by the Secretary of Defense. 

Sec. 3. Relationship to Other Awards. 
Notwithstanding section 3 of Executive 
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